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INTERNSHIP: 
WHAT’S THAT?  

Period of work 

experience as part of 

a study programme 



WHAT DID YOU DO? 

NO INTERNSHIP INTERNSHIP DURING STUDIES 



INTERNSHIPS IN 13 EUROPEAN 
COUNTRIES 

57 56 55 55 52 50 49 46 46 46 

35 35 32 30 

EE LT LU NL FI HU SI av. AT DK GE PL IE HR

Internships total 



INTERNSHIPS BY TYPE OF HEI AND 
STUDY YEAR 

53 52 51 51 45 45 44 43 38 36 36 33 29 28 

EE LT HU LU FI SI AT av. NL GE PL IE DK HR

University Total

3 or more years of study

72 66 
46 

76 
59 62 54 55 65 

29 33 28 

74 
42 

EE LT HU LU FI SI AT av. NL GE PL IE DK HR

Non-university 



TYPES OF INTERNSHIPS 

20 36 44 44 47 48 49 52 53 56 63 67 69 74 

55 

11 
5 

12 11 10 
3 

8 5 
7 

8 
8 

17 8 8 

18 

44 29 25 

12 
35 21 

31 
29 

21 
21 

8 15 

17 35 8 15 17 30 13 19 11 7 8 4 6 3 

GE AT NL IE av. PL FI LU HU SI EE HR LT DK

Paid and voluntary

Paid and mandatory

Unpaid and voluntary

Unpaid and mandatory



WAS YOUR INTERNSHIP USEFUL? 

NO YES 



PREPARATION FOR THE LABOUR MARKET 

63 58 56 52 50 50 48 47 46 43 42 41 41 
33 

FI LU GE EE DK NL av. LT IE HU PL AT SI HR

No internship Mandatory internship Voluntary internship



DISCUSSION 

Internships useful 
for all students? 

Internships useful 
for all study 
programmes, 
types of HEIs? 

What can be done to make differences 
between and within countries smaller? 
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