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Flexible learning pathways

• Into higher education: recognition of previous learning, 
alternative admission policies, preparatory courses

• Within higher education: flexible curricula, credit transfer, 
etc

Indicators in Eurostudent VII

• Delayed transition students (vs. direct transition students)
• Alternative access route students (vs. standard access route 

students)
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• Delayed transition students: 16%
• Alternative access route 

students: 8%
• Malta, Iceland, Norway and 

Austria – the largest shares of 
delayed transition students and 
alternative access route 
students

• Delayed transitions to MA is 
more common: every 4th
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• 80% of delayed transition students and 74% of 
alternative access students have prior work 
experience

vs. 54% direct-transition and 57% standard access 
route students

• 19% of delayed transition students had prior work 
experience/ competences recognized upon 
admission and 14% during the studies

Recognition of previous
learning
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The challenges
of delayed
transition and 
alternative
access students


