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1. Context
The effects of COVID-19 on student life in general

Ø COVID-19 as a main topic of the EUROSTUDENT final 
Conference (June 2021)

Ø Topical module on COVID-19 in the EUROSTUDENT 8 survey
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1. Context
In Switzerland, the financial situation and mental health of students 
are major issues

Ø Parliamentary interventions

Ø Media coverage
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5



1. Context

6



2. Methodological aspects
Ad hoc survey, usual survey or retrospective study?

Ø Ad hoc surveys: capturing the current state of things during the 
pandemic

Ø Usual survey: comparing two time periods, before and after the 
pandemic 

Ø Retrospective study: specific questions on the COVID-19 impact
→ The OVE (France) carried on these three strategies
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2. Methodological aspects
In Switzerland, a specific module was integrated in the Survey of 
higher education graduates
Ø Advantages and shortcomings 

Ø Easy and almost cost-free
Ø Selection bias: only students who graduated were asked to report financial 

difficulties and mental health problems
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2. Methodological aspects
Survey of higher education graduates: population and numbers
Ø Surveys 1 year and 5 years after graduation
Ø Population: 2020 Bachelor’s, Master’s and PhD graduates

Ø Subpopulation of the study: Bachelor’s and Master’s (June/2020-December/2020)

Ø Survey method: census, online questionnaire
Ø Time period: September to December 2021
Ø 57.599 2020 graduates contacted, 58% net response rate
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3. Results
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3. Results
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Field of study
Ø one in two arts students 

indicated having 
insufficient income to 
cover their expenditure

Ø one in five arts students 
reported restrictions on 
basic necessities



3. Results
Emergency financial or material support due to the pandemic in year 
2020
Ø 4.9% from the family and/or the partner
Ø 2.5% from the university
Ø 0.8% from the state as grant or loan
Ø 1.3% from friends, neighbors or fellow students
Ø 0.5% from non-profit organizations
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3. Results
Educational background

Ø 40% of students with a higher education background report 
having felt down, depressed or hopeless due to Covid-19 (total: 
39%)
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3. Results
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Regional variations
Ø 45% of students of the 

Lake Geneva region 
indicated having felt 
down, depressed or 
hopeless compared to 
39% for the total



3. Results
Emergency and ordinary psychological support in year 2020

Ø 2.9% of students report having received emergency 
psychological support due to the pandemic

Ø 9% indicate that they received a psychological support not related 
to the pandemic
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4. Discussion
Questions? Comments?

www.students-stat.admin.ch
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http://www.students-stat.admin.ch/

